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AST Time I had the Pleaſure of 
==> your Company, you may remem- 
. ifs the Diſcourſe turn d upon that 
= kind of Evidence which was moſt 
proper to induce either Houſe of 
Parliament to paſs a Cenſure upon a Miniſter. 
The Caſe of my Lord Strafford was mention d, 
wherein tho nine General and twenty eight 
Special Articles were produc'd againſt him, not 
one of them was prov d ſo as to fix upon him 
even a Cenſure for a Miſdemeanour. Vet the 
Parliament thought the Proof amounted accu- 
mulatively to a ſufficient Ground whereon to 
baild an Attainder. IM "We 
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Ty down in the nine General Articles will, I be- 
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As the Charge againſt t this Minifter, 2s laid 


lieye, be the ſame in the main with that which 


| ſhall be brought againſt every wicked Mini- 


ſter ; I ſhall lay them before you, and then, 
by comparing them with what paſs d in that 
Celebrated 'Trial, leave you to lay it Home to 
yourſelf, whether, if a Parliament was juſti- 
fy'd in inflicting the higheſt Penalty without 
one of theſe Artigles being ſo much as preten- 
ded to be prov d any Gentleman can be juſti- 
fy d in refuſing to concur in inflicting a milder 
Cenſure in a Caſe where the like, but a ſtron- 
ger, Charge was known to be tru, to every 


an within Poors 


1ſt, That he had nets endeavong d 


to deſtroy the Conſtitution, and introduce an 


Arbitrary Government. 


' » 2dly. That he had aſſum d Regal Power to 


*the undoing of many. 
zdly. That he had oditvented! great Part of 


his Majeſty's Treaſure and Reycnucs to his 


own Uſe. 


4thly. That lis had bud his Authority 


by encouraging Papiſts. 


5thly. That he had dener d to create 


land and Holland. 


: 6thly. -'That being Lieutenant General of 


his Majeſty's Armies, he had betray'd his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects to Death, and his Army to a 
Siameſul Defeat at Newburn by the Seats and 
| | ſufferd 


— 7 
ſuffer d Newcaſtle: to fall into their Hands; to 
the end that England might be engaged in an 
irreconcileable Quarrel th the &cots.. ) 
7thly. That he endeavour to — his 
Majeſty againſt Parliaments, thereby to create 
Diviſions between him and his People, and de- 
ſtroy theſe Kingdoms, ſor which they im- 
peach'd him of high Treaſon. 
8thly. That he committed theſe Acts while 
be was Lord Deputy of Ireland, Lieutenant 
General of the Armies of Eng land and Ireland, 
Lord Preſident and Leuten General of the 
North. | 
' "'gthly. The Cutan 1900 to themſelves 
the Liberty of exhibiting any other Accuſa- 
tion, pray d that the Earl might | be brought to 
Juſtice, Ge. 
Eive me leave now, Sir, to ſuppoſe that theſe 
Articles had been aggravated in the followirig 
Manner, W.. 
That he had not only Traiteron 72 — 
vou d 10 deſtroy the Conſtitution, but had Im- 
piouſly and Sacrilegiouſſy found out the means 
to make the Conſtitution deſtroy itſelf; by 
Eeeping up its Forms, but aboliſhing its Ef- 
ſentials; by ſticking to the de, Letter, but 
deſtroying the living Spirit. That this he had 
effected by diſpoſing of a Royal and a National 
Revenue greater than ever was known, in fill- 
ing one of the Houſes of Parliament, whoſe 
Members are his immediate Judges, with Crea- 


tures 
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tures immediately 3 on himſelf, and 
who, ſhould they proceed to check him, mu 
themſelves be undone. as 
That by theſe means he had created to him- 
{elf an Impunity of Guilt. That this Impunity 
had produc'd an Infolence of Power unknown 
to any former Miniſter, and inconſiſtent with 
that Equality that ought to prevail among the 
Subjects of a free Nation. 

That beſides his Endeavours to introduce an 
Arbitrary Government, which was prevented 
only by the Juſtice and Equaninuty of his 
Royal Maſter, he actually had ſucceeded in his 
Endeavours to introduce a Military one, behind 
which, ſhould he be condemn'd by the Laws 
of his Country, he might ſcreen himſelf with 
Defiance. h Es | 

That if by Regal Power was underſtood the 
Power of Rewarding and Puniſhing, and the 
actual Exerciſe of a King of Britain's Prero- 
gative, the ſame great Miniſter had abus d it 
more than it could have been in the Power of a 
King himſelf, had he ſo inclin'd to have done; 
becauſe every Subject is anſwerable to his 
Country if, by Orders of the King himſelf, he 
ſhall act againſt her Laws; but no Man of bad 
Principles ſeruples to act under the Direction of | 
a Miniſter who takes all upon himſelf, and who 
has in his own Hands the means of acting with 
Impunity. 2 ; 


That 


C 
That beſides his undoing of many by the 
Exerciſe of this Regal Power which he had 
aſſum'd, he had actually undone the Nation in 
her Trade, in her Manufactures, in her Repu- 
tation, and in her Intereſt Abroad. That this 
he had done by meanly putting up with the 
noſt infamous Uſage, and when he could not 
continue Peace even at the Expence of ſub- 
mitting to ſuch Uſage, that he had been driven 
intoa War which was carried on in a ſcandalous 
puſillanimous Manner. 
That he not only converted great Part of 
his Majeſty's Treaſure to his own Uſe, but that 
not a Shilling of it was expended, or could 
be expended, but by his Direction, and in what 
manner he was pleaſed to appoint. | 
That ſuch an Abuſe was of more fatal Con- 
{ſequence in him than in any other Miniſter, be- 
cauſe no other Miniſter ever had fo great Re- 
venues to diſpoſe of. That theſe Revenues had 
created an Influence unknown to the Conſtitu- 
tion, which none of our Anceſtors ever could 
ſuppoſe, and which therefore could not be pro- 
vided againſt by any poſitive Act. 2-00 
That as an Aggravation to this laſt Charge, 
the Revenues which he thus abuſed, were the 
free Gift of a grateful People, who, by giving 
Dignity and Strength to Sovereign Power, ex- 
3 pected themſelves to continue free and inde- 
# pendent. 0 
* That 
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That the other l of his Power, 
which lay in beſtowing Poſts and Employments, 
was occaſioned by the vaſt Burden' of Debt, 
to which the Nation was ſubjected by a long 
and tedious War, ' for the Preſervation of her 
Liberty. That if the Conſequence of her Zeal 
to maintain the Balance of Europe, and to avert 
Slavery from herſelf and other Powers, was to 
be a Subjection to the worſt of Slavery, it had 
been much more eligible for her tamely to have 
ſubmitted to a Foreign Power, who is able to 


protect her, rather than to the worſt of her own 
Sons, whoſe Corruption muſt at laſt betray her 


into the ſame or a worſe Submiſſion. 


That if he did not abuſe his Authority by 


openly encouraging Papiſts, yet he did more 
| Service to their Cauſe than any Miniſter before 


ever did, by endeavouring to render a Pro- 
teſtant Cormmment more odious to the People 


than the worſt of Popiſh ones. 


That if his Conduct was not attended with 
that Effect, it could be attributed only to the 
Perſonal Virtues of his Majeſty and the Zeal of 
the Nation for his Royal Houſe. 5 

That it was e known that almoſt | 
through all the Countics of Great Britain the 
Miniſterial Intereſt was ſupported and abetted 
by the avow'd Papiſts and Diflaffetted, a ſtrong 
1 of their believing that the Succeſs 
of the Miniſter was the readieſt means of pav- 
ing the Way for Succeſs to themſelves and their 


own Cauſe. 'That 


t RM TI 
That he had TX; "ain, induftlouſl en» 
deavoured to avoid a War, but that this was 
the Effect of partial Views and Puſillanimity, 
not of Prudence and carefully providing for the 


Intereſts of a Trading Nation. That this po- 
litieal Forbearance had been attended with more 
fatal Conſequences to the Intereſts of Great 
Britain than the moſt unſucceſsful War could 
have been; ſince it had given. Occaſion for her 
old and hereditary Enemy to riſe. on the Ruins 
of her firmeſt at moſt natural Ally. 

That after he was forced into a War by bp 
Majeſty's own Firmneſs, and the repeted- "kp - 
plications of Parliament, he had done all that 
lay in his Power to render that War unſucceſs- 
ful and inglorious. 

That tho there were no Proofs of big En+ 
deayours to incenſe his Majeſty againſt Parlia- 
ments, yet that there were many Proots of his 
endeavouring to render Parliaments uſelefs and 
burdenſom to the Nation. | 

That it was more than to be ſuſpe ted he 
had been but too ſucceſsfil in — Differ- 
ences of a more private Nature, which it was 
greatly to be feared might perpetuate a Diviſi- 
on and Animoſity pr the moſt fatal Cone 
quence. 

That he had committed all this at a Time 
when he did not only not diſown, but, in the 
Face of the Parliament, openly avowed him- 
ſelf to be the firſt * r, and accountable 


for 


10 1 
Meaſures. 


to a great Man now alive; but as you have 
been pleaſed lately to expreſs your Diſlike to 
the Manner in which my Lord Strafford was 
pPlroceeded againſt, and likewiſe, contrary to 
all the former Tenors of your publick Conduct, 
to give your Voice for an Acquittal upon a 
much ſtronger Charge, tho for a far leſs ſevere 
Penalty, I ſhall beg Leave to pars to you a few 
Queries. | 
In the firſt Place, Sir, Can you, or any Man 
alive, think that any Priſoner at the Old Bai- 

 tey could be condemned, if all the Evidence, 
upon which he is to be tried, 1s in his own 
Pocket ? 1 

Secondly, Can you imagine ſuch a Criminal 
would not mock the Prolecutors, if he knew 
the Jury were ſenſible, that, if they bring in 
their Verdict for his being obliged to produce 
theſe Evidences, they themſelves muſt be Suf- 
ferers, and perhaps the fame, or a more ſevere 
Penalty, might be inflited upon them that was 
deſigned againſt the Criminal ? 

But to bring theſe two Caſes to the Point, 
I foreſee that you will object, as I have formerly 
heard you do; that there is, if this is the Caſe, 
an End of all Juſtice from a certain Quarter, 


cation. hold true, they prove too much, ſince 
they 


for ahe Event and C bonds of all his Majeſty 8 
I ſhall * no App liciticn of theſe Articles 


and that, if theſe Suppoſitions upon the Appli- 


1 
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they prove that it is ridiculous to make any 
Motion for either an Enquiry, or any Thing 


that can be of Uſe to the Nation: But, Sir, I be- 
: lieve, there was not a Man in either H—e, who 
: was of Opinion, the Morning before a certain 
8 Motion was made, that it would be carried in 
0 the Affi rmative. No, Sir, all that the Gen- 
5 tlemen, who were Friends to the Motion, did 
a or could mean, was to bring in a Motion for a 
e gentle Cenſure upon a plain Propoſition, which 
W was notorious and known to every Man in the 

3 Kingdom. Had this Motion been rejected by 
n no greater a Majority than that which has car- 
4 ried ſome of the moſt important Queſtions of 
e, late Years, ſuch as the E. e Scheme and the 


n F ©0C----—-n, the World might then have ho 
that the Eyes of the Publick muſt have been 


al ſoon opened, that they muſt have ſeen there was 
W no farther Uſe of any Application in a certain 
11 Way, and it no doubt would have had the 
71 very beſt Influence upon the next Elections, 
[1 — 


by encouraging the Electors, as the Majority 
ere was ſo very ſmall, to beſtir themſelves in ſha» 
Eking off the Weight of M-------—1- Influence. 

But what, Sir, is the Conſequence as the Que- 
ſtion has gone? It tends to convince the Pu- 
blick of what you, I am ſure, and every un- 
derſtanding Man of your Party is convinced is 
falſe; I mean, that the Contempt this Nation 
has fallen into Abroad, and her Poverty at Home, 
has not been owing to the ſole Miniſtry and 


| | -. 

Management of one Perſon. There is not; 
there cannot be any Difference betwixt the 
Court and Country Party, of which you have 
long and do now eee to be one, but 
two Queſtions, vis. Whether, in the Affairs 
of Government, a certain H G. 
is not a Prime Miniſter, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, as in the moſt arbitrary Countries? 
24ly. If he is, whether the Affairs of this Na- 
tion, ſince he entred into the ſole Management, 
have not gone from bad to worſe both at Home 
and Abroad? 'Theſe, I ſay, Sir, are the two 
principal Points in Difference betwixt the two 
— of Court and Country Parties; 
now let us examine a little on what Side Rea- 
ſon lies; and this Examination will determine 
how far juſtifiable it was ſor certain Gentle- 
men, upon a late Occaſion, by their Behavi- 
our, to give the World Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
neither of theſe Propoſitions were agreeable to 
the Tory Principles, and - conſequently that 
they were Enemies, not to the Power but to 
the Perſon of the Miniſter ; or, to ſpeak more 
plainly, that in their Principles they were a- 
gainft any Minifter, however wicked, being 
called to an Account, becauſe it might one 
Day prove an ugly Precedent for ſome of them- | 
ſelves. A Notion of this Kind could not fail 
of having the worſt Effects at the approaching 
Elections. The uncorrupted Part of the Elec- 
tors will have Reaſon to diſpair, and — | 
exult. 


r [ e e 

- exult. The honeſt Part of the Nation, I fay, 
will have but a melancholly Proſpect before 
their Eyes, when it ſhall appear, that even 
tho' a Change were brought about in the Mu 
, it can be attended with no Advantages, 
either to themſelves or the Nation. That the 
ſame Power muſt continue, the fame M1 
Influence be propagated, and that, tho' there 
be a temporary Alteration of Meaſures upon 
the Change of the My, yet that ſtill the 
ſame uncontrolable Power of acting wickedly, 
that lodged in the preſent, muſt deyolye upon 
every future M-----r. But to return to our 
preſent Point. | | 
It was very much inſiſted upon, on a late 
Occaſion, that Facts ſhould be produced to 
prove this Miniſter” really as wicked as he was 
called, You know very well, Sir, what a 
dangerous 'Thing it is to advance a Fa& againſt 
a M—-r in an Aﬀembly which, for theſe two 
and twenty Years paſt, never found any Fact 
that was advanced againſt him to be Fac r. 
To prove this, Sir, I need but appeal to your- 
ſelf Have you not often, upon its appearing 
to you, that this R- t H G -n was 
concern d in ſecreting little Rogues, in divert- 
ing Enquiries, in puſhing on arbitrary Laws, 
in negotiating diſhonourable Treaties, in mak. 
ing up falſe Accounts, in ſpreading univerſal 
Corruption; I fay, Sir, have not you yourſelf, 
upon its appearing that one or all of theſe 
were 
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were the Caſe, voted againſt him? Then why, 
in the Name of Goodneſs, ſhould not that Evi- 
dence, which was ſufficient to direct your Con- 
ſcience when the Caſe was partial, have no 
Weight with you when the Charge was general? {| 
The Conſideration of this, Sir, naturally leads 
me into the two Points which I propoſed to 
examine, viz. Whether a certain RHI 
Gentleman is not, and has not, for twenty Tears 
paſt, been a Prime M-----r to all Intents and 
Purpoſes as in the moſt arbitrary Countries? 
This is a Queſtion that may eaſily be diſcuſſed, 
ſince I never in my Life heard it deny'd. I 
may venture, Sir, to put it to yourſelf, if you 
have not heard the ſame Gentleman take u 
him to anſwer for all the Meaſures of the M---y; 
ill you have not heard him generouſly diſclaim 
all Subterfuges, to which former Miniſters had 
Recourſe, by ſcreening himſelf behind the Au- 
thority of his Royal Maſter ? Is it not notori- 
ouſly known that every Poſt, Civil, Military, 
or Eccleſiaſtical, is diſpoſed of through him a- 
lone; and that without him nothing is diſpoſed 
of? This is a Propoſition that perhaps admits of 
a ſtronger Proof than any Thing that can be 
adyanced, becauſe I do not believe there is one 
Man in the three Kingdoms diſputes it. If fo, 
I believe the Truth is, that this Gentleman 
comes preciſely within the Deſcription. of a 
Prime Miniſter ; nay, ſuch a Miniſter as is to 
be met with in the moſt arbitrary Country. I 


hope 


15 


hope you will not miſtake nie, as if I meant 


that this Power is uncontrolable, as it is in ar- 


bitrary Countries, when the Prince is on the Side 
of the Miniſter. No; what I'mean is, that tho 


he is veſted with as great Power, yet that he is 
accountable to his Prince and the Parliament 
for the Exerciſe of that Power is certain. But 
is that any Satisfaction to the Nation for his a- 
buſing it, if by ſuch an Abule her Intereſts are 
irretriveably ruin d? But if he is accountable, 
ſure there ought to be a Time when ſuch Ac- 
count is to be made. And can any Time be 
more proper than when the Meaſure of his 
Crimes are full? But that is not the Caſe; I am 


not, ſay you, at all ſatisfy d, by any Proof that 


has been brought, that he is guilty. 1979 

This is beſt anſwer d by examining the Truth 
of the ſecond Queſtion I laid down, vig. If he 
is a Prime M----r, whether the Affairs of this 


Nation, ſince he enter'd into their ſole Manage- 


ment, have not gone from bad to worſe, both 
Abroad and at Home. As the Diſcuſſjon of 
this Queſtion turns upon Facts, I ſhall take the 
Liberty to keep in my Eye the Charge advanc- 
ed by the Houſe of Commons againſt the Earl 


of Strafford; and we ſhall then ſee whether 
that Charge, as aggravated” in the manner I 
have laid it down, will be applicable in the 
preſent Caſe. _ 1 £03k 5 
In all Reaſoning, even mathematical, there 
are certain Principles or Paſtulata granted, upon 
Foun | which 


rs 1 
- Which the Proof of every Propoſition is ſoun- 
ded. In political or moral Reaſoning, theſe 
Poſtulata are in greater Number, and admit 
of greater Latitude. The only Conceſſion 
which I ſhall demand on this Occaſion, is 4 
Conceſſion which you have often own'd, and 
which, as I ſaid before, no Man in the three 
Nations doubts of, vg. That a certain Rt 
H 6 n §is a firſt Miniſter. This 
being granted, it follows, that he is accountable 
for the Executive Part of Power, and the Diſ- 
poſal of the publick Revenues. Now, as it 
is certain that one of the principal Ends which 
the Revolution was to anſwer, was to procure 
an independent Houſe of Parliament, fo what- 
ever tends to deſtroy that Intention, is a trai- 
terous Subverſion of the Conſtitution. The 
keeping a Houſe of Parliament free from Mem- 
bers depending upon the Crown, was juſtly 
eſteem'd the readieſt Way to preſerve the In- 
dependency of the whole. This is a Meaſure 
which may be read in the Face of every one 
Act, tending either to promote or to ſecure 
the Principles of the Revolution. Now, Sir, 

1fthis Maxim has not only been broke through, 
but render d abſolutely ineffeQtual, it muſt have 
been by means of a Prime Minifter. If it ſhall 
be faid that thefe Alterations. were made by 
Parliament, it lies upon the Miniſter to prove 
that 'this Parliament was under no other In- | 
luence than that under which the * 
Bil? ä | thro 


f 


4 


1 
dun- thro' which the Bill of Rights paſſed, was If 
heſe it ſhall, on the other hand, be proved, that 
Imit every Act, by which any Innovation in any of 
non the great Charters of our Liberty was made, 
is 4 paſſed, while a certain Aſſembly were under 
and the immediate Influence of the Miniſter, by 
hree its Majority poſſeſſing Poſts and Penſions at his 
— t ! Pleaſure, it then follows, that, tho' the Acts of 
This this Aſſembly were indeed valid, yet that the 
table Conduct of the Miniſter was cenſurable. I 
Diſ- ay, the Acts of ſuch an Aſſembly are valid, 
1s it and therefore the paſſing a Cenſure upon any 
-hich Member of that Aſſembly. in his Miniſterial 
cure Capacity, can never be deem d a, Cenſure upon 
hat- the Aſſembly itſelf, They cannot be cenſur' d, 
trai- becauſe they made no bad Uſe of their Power; 
The which was Legiſlative; but the Miniſter 
em- may for making a bad Uſe of his, which was 
uftly Executive. 4 Zitig k e 
In- That he made a bad Uſe of it appears, from 
aſure ¶ its being diſpos d and diſtributed amongſt thoſe, 
one who, had they been as corrupted as himſelf, 
: might have betray'd the Liberties of the Na- 
tion; and that he diſpos d of it thus is evident 
on the Face of the Liſts of every Parliament, 
which have ſat ſince his entering on the Mi- 
niſtry to this Day. The Cenſure of a Mini- 
ſter therefore, in this Capacity, can never re- 
flect any Cenſure upon the Parliament, on the 
contrary it rather communicates to it Dignity 
and Luſtre, ſince it is a Proof that the Majo- 

1 1 8 rity 
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1 
rity of it as leaſt is add that what they 
poſſeſs ought to be independent of the Crown, 
nay of the Miniſter himſelf. | 

© The next Aggravation of the Charge againſt 
a Miniſter, which I mentioned, was his crea- 
ting to himſelf an Impunity of Guilt ; and this 
Impunity producing an Inſolence of Pqwer un- 
known to any fo!mer Miniſter, and iticoriſi- 
ſtent with that Equality of Power that ought to 
prevail among the Subjects of a free Nation. 

The only Means by which a Miniſter of 
Great Britain can create to himiſèlf an Impu- 
nity of Guilt, is by having a determined Ma- 
jority, in a certain Aſſembly, ready to vote as 
he pleaſes. If you are of Opinion, that this is 
by no Means the Cafe with a certain G g, 
you are intirely in the Right in giving your 

Vote for his Acquittal, ſince to nothing that 
has a been tranſacted by him in the whole 
Courſe of his Ad--—----n has the Approbation 
of that Aſſembly been refuſed, But if this is 
the very Complaint, this the very Grievance, 
it is ſurely worthy the Cares of a Britiſh Par- 
liament, after ſo long and uninterrupted Ap- 
probation of theſe Meaſures, and repeted Diſs | 
appointments ariſing from them; at leaſt to 
enquire whether they have not been impoſed | 
upon by certain fair and plauſible Agumeuts; 
certain bold and confident Aſſertions; certain 
Aſſurances of Friends where we had none; 
certain Fears of an Enemy where no Enemy 
. : was, | 


* 
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was, at leaſt none who could hurt us. I fay, 


repeted bad Succeſs from fo often approved af 
Meaſures, was a good Reaſon for believing that 
there muſt be ſome Defect, either in the Ho- 
111 or Abilities of the great Conductor of all 
theſe Meaſures, that rendred him very wit 
any longer to be in his Majeſty's Gouncits, In 
every one Inſtance of Approbation giyen to 
theſe Meaſures, you, Sir, was of the Minority, 
and was fatisfied of the Evidence and Reaſons 


that rendred them unfit to be approyed of; 


yet when the Day comes, when the Sum total 
is to be accounted for, you diſagree to that, 


tho” you have already owned and ſtill own the 


Juſtice of cyery particular Article of the Bill. 
J ſhould be glad to know if this is not eſtabli- 
ſhing a perpetual Impunity of Guilt in every 


future Minifter, 


Inſolence of Power is the natural Conſe- 
quence of Impunity of Guilt. If this M-—-.-r 
never made any wanton Uſe of his Power in 
taking Places of Truſt and Profit from thoſe 
who poſleſt them, becauſe they differed from 


him; if he never deprived any Officer of his 


Commiſſion in the Army for the Part he acted 
in the Senate; if he never ſupplied the Places 


of old experienced Officers with thoſe who 


never either had Experience or Authority; if 
he never, publickly in a full Houſe, laid it 


down as a Maxim, that he would not ſuffer 


any Man to eontradict the K— gs, that is, the 
Mini- 
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Miniſter's Meaſures, to continue in the Army 
or any Poſt from which he could be removed; 
in ſhort, if he has not diſplaced from both Ci- 
vil and Military Employments thoſe who were 
known to be the beſt Friends of this Eſta- 

bliſhment, thoſe who did and ſuffered the moſt 
for ſupporting it; I ſay, if he has not done all 
this, then no Inſolence of Power can be laid to 
his Charge. 

But theſe, you will ſay, are but partial In- 
ſtances, and the Cafes of private Perſons never 
ought to come into a general Charge, at leaſt 
ought never to determine it. But did you ne- 
ver know of any Attempt made by the ſame 
G n to render one of the H of Pt 
inſignificant; by adviſing an Application from 
the Throne to the other alone, upon a Point 
that ought immediately to have been commu- 
nicated to both. In what Senſe can ſuch a 
Conduct be conſtrued but as an Attempt to re- 
duce a B-----/ P—t to a French one, and 
render it no more than a Court of Revenue? 
Was there never any Inſtance of his refuſing 
to pay any Regard to the Addreſſes of P—-t, 
nor of his adviſing improper Anſwers to thoſe 
Addreſſes that he diſliked? If you are ſenſible 
Now that nothing of all this, which I have 
mentioned, ever was the Caſe, you was in the 
Right to give your Voice in his Favour. 
The next Aggravation of my Lord Strafford's 


Charge, which I have taken the Liberty to 


ſuppoſe, is; That, 
l 
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That, beſides his Endeavours to introduce 
an arbitrary Government, which was preven- 


ted only by the Juſtice and Equanimity of his 


Royal Maſter, he had actually ſucceeded in his 
Endeavours to introduce a Mz/itary one, be- 
hind which ſhould he be condemn'd by the Laws 
of his Country, he might ſcreen himſelf with 
Defiance. 

J believe there is no Propoſition more plain 


than that a Miniſter of B-----z, who ſhall have 


a t to approve of all his Mcaſures, and 
an Army to put them in Execution, may, if 
he pleaſes, be as arbitrary and as tyranical as 
any Miniſter in the World. If you are of O- 
pinion, that ſuch an Approbation has not been, 
nor cannot be, had; if you are of Opinion, that 
ſuch an Army cannot be raiſed, then our M-- 
---r has it no tin his Power to render either his 
Maſter or himſelf arbitrary. But if you are 
convinced that no Meaſure, which this M----r 
can go in to, can be too bad not to gain Ap- 
probation; if you are convinced that there is 
ſufficient Power in the M---—-r, by Means of 
the Army, to enforce the Execution of that 
Meaſure, then muſt you own that the Prince, 
if he pleaſes, may render himſelf arbitrary and 
deſpotick, and conſequently that ſuch a M 
r is dangerous to the Conſtitution, ſince no- 
hing, but the perſonal Virtues of the Prince, 
an prevent the Nation from becoming Slaves. 

No Advocate, for Power in the Miniſter, 

% eyer 
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ever yet denied a Mic Force in Great 
| Britain, during Peace, to be inconſiſtent With 
the Conſtitution. That ever ſince an Honou- 
rable Gn came into Power we have had a 
Military Force, and a large one too, always on 
Foot, is plain from Facts. Now, Sir, if you 
are of Opinion, as you have always declared 
you are not, that there was an evident Necef- 
fity for continuing this Military Force, from 
Year to Year; if you think that they are ſo 
few as not to be dangerous to our Liberties ; 
if you think that Commiſſions in the Army are 
not rendred Baits for obtaining Votes in the 
Senate; if you are convinced that it was not 
thro' the ſole Influence and Advice of a cer- 
tain R-—t H ——— le Gentleman that all 
this was done; then are you in the Right to 
give your Vote for the M——r. But if, on 
the other Hand, .you are of Opinion that all 
the wiſe and honeſt Purpoſes of Government 
might have been anſwered with a third Part of 
the Forces that have been for theſe Twenty 
Vears kept on Foot; if you are of Opinionthat 
Army ſo greatly expenſive to this Kingdom, 
and which was alſo granted by Parliament for 
the Defence of it, had been managed both as 
to Rewards and Puniſhments in ſuch Manner 
as to make it of no Military Uſe, but, on the 
the contrary, to render it ſubſervient to the 
very worſt of Purpoſes, the influencing Elect: 
ons without Doors, and Votes within. A 
| * 
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And now, Sir, that I have mention'd the 
Army, give me Leave to ſuggeſt ſome Reaſons 
to you, Which ſhall all be built upon pofitive 
undeniable Facts why every Gentleman, who 
ptetends to be à Friend to his Country, ought 
to: have been determined in favour of the 


M- -r, from a Conſideration of the Manages 
ment of the Army. 


That a conſiderable Augmentation has been 
reſolved and is actually raifimg is certain. But 
they without Doors cannot apprehend how ſuch 
an Augmentation becomes neceſſary at this Jun- 
cture; and they within Doors, as you well 
know, have never yet received any Lights 
which may convince them of the Neceſſity or 
even Expediency of ſuch Augmentation. The 
Number of Land Forces whieh this Nation has 
in Pay, excluſive of the Augmentation which 
is voted, amount to 51515 Effective Men. The 
greateſt Number of National Troops which we 
maintain'd in the late great and glorious War, 
under the Duke of Marlborough, was 67000, 
including the Non-effc&ives, which, 2 
been reduced to the Footing of our preſent E 
ſtabliſnment, could not be fewer than 10000. 
Therefore of Effective Men in the laſt War it 
cannot be ſaid we had ever above 57000. Sb 
that the Difference betwixt the Troops which 
we had on Foot laſt Year, ( when there was 
not a Sword drawn, nor the Apprehenfiori or 


Appearance of their being brought into the 


Field, ) 


— —_ 
Field,) and the Years in which the Battles 
Blenheim, Ramillies, &c. were fought, is not 
quite 5500. This Seſſion you have had Eſti- 
mates laid before you, and you have already 
yoted for an Augmentation 'of 10325 Men. 
'Thus the Number of our National Forces for 


the enſuing Year ſtands as follows, 


Forces raiſed 
: To be raiſed 


51515. 


10325. 


Total 61830. 


The greateſt Number of National Forces 
in the laſt War was 57000. 


Difference is —— 4830. more Men 
than we had in any Vear of the laſt War. 

To theſe, if we conſider that at leaſt twelve 
thouſand Men, I cannot be poſitive how many 
more, are kept in Pay in Ire/and, we ſhall find 
that his Majeſty, as King of Britain, can now 
bring to the Field about ſeventy four thoutand 
Men. Now, Sir, after this plain Fact is laid 
down, I ſhould be glad to know in what man- 
ner you, or any of that R- Hon G----n's 
Friends, can anſwer to the following plain 
Queſtions: 

Is there a Neceſſity for ſo formidable a Body 
of Forces being kept on Foot, or is there not? 
If there is, from what did that Neceſlity ſpring? 


Surely 


25 


tles Surely not from the Situation of our Foreign 


"1h Affairs; for the only two Powers we have to 

1, drread are France and Spain : But what have 

oy we to dread from them? Their Naval Force? 

er Our is double, both for Number and Large- 

* neſs of Ships, and the Experience and Go0d- 

neſs of Seamen: Are we to dread their Land 

Forces? I know you yourſelf, Sir, haye often 

affirm d, and you know it to be true, that the 

greateſt Number of Men which either France 

or Spain can land on our Coaſt, without their 

being perceivd by our Ships, which 'tis next 

| to a Miracle they ſhould not be, is ten or twelve 

* thouſand at moſt. Theſe our very Militia 

would be able to defeat in a Country, where 

0 they could have no Shelter, no Support, no 
* Friends. 12 

Upon. the — 7 1 think! it is evident next 


to a monſtration, that while we are Mafters 
00 at Sea, we can be unden no tcal Apprehenſions 
* of any Invaſion from Abroad. bf as. I know 
* that this is the ſtale Cant of the. Faction, and the 
| ſtrongeſt Pretence for keeping up ſo exorbitant — 
a Body of Land Forces, give me leave to con- 
ſider this Affair a little further. It is yer well 
known that during the laſt War with France, 
that Power was generally in a Condition to 
ſpare twenty or thirty thouſand Men for any 
Expedition, and ftill to keep her main Armies 
on Foot. It is no leſs certain that there was 
then a ſtrong Party in the Nation which 1 5 
D di 


n 
diſaffected to the avern 1 Vet we find 
that in the moſt glorious Yea! of the laſt War 
while the, Duke. of Marlborough ang his Arm 
were in, the heart of Germany, and far from 
being in a Capacity of giving us any. Aſſiſtance 
had we been inyaded, the wile alt 


th 


Adminiſtration 
of theſe Days. thouglit that nine thouſand Men 
were ſufficient for the Protection of the Nation; 
and we find that in the Year 1708, when France 
had attempted the moſt formidable Invaſion 
that it is in her Power to make without being 
perceiyed by our Fleets, it was defeated with- 
out any of our Land Forces being of any Ser- 
VICE. 8 . | 5 
Whatever may be pretended by the Friends 
of the Adminiſtration with regard to the Neceſ- 
ſity of keeping up ſo great a Number of Forces 
at this-JunQure, on account of any Demands of 
our Allies, will appear weak and ridiculous, if 
we, conſider firſt, that no ſuch Demand has been 
yet intimated to the Parliament from the 
Crown; and as for us, we have reaſon to 
believe, from the Nature of Things, none, has 
been made to his Majeſty by any. of his Allies. 
But ſuppoſing, that any ſuch Demand were made, 
the Forces in the Continent now in the Pay of 
Great. Britain, would be more than ſufficient 


to anſwer any ſuch Demand, without putting 


this Nation to any Expences of maintaining an 
immenſe Number of Troops within herfelf which 
may be dangerous to her Liberties. Should 
. the 


the Neoeſſity of Foreign 


- &i& |, 
Mt, Air call upon us for 
more, it will not only be cheaper 'and ſafer, 
but more ad vantagious for thoſe, Powers them- 
ſelves, that we furniſh our Quotas in Money; 
we being able to maintain with the fame Sun 
upwards of a fourth more of Foreign Troops, 
than we can of our own Natives. Thus the 
furniſhing our Quotas in , Money, muſt be an 
Advantage to our Allies. And tho 75 ; it 
might not ſo well anſwer the Purpoles of the 


Mr, yet it muſt much better anſwer the 
Pur oſes of the Nation. N | 


he next thing, Sir, which I think myſelf 
oblig'd to take Notice on this Head, is the 
manner in which the paſt and intended Aug- 
mentations have been, or ought to be, made. 
The Practice of thoſe Countries where military 


Government prevails ought to be' a Rule and 


Direction to us in all military Affairs relating 
to this Nation. Among the German Princes, 
the Knowledge of military Affairs is almoſt 
their ſole Study, and there, it is well known, 
that an Augmentation ſeldom or never takes 
Place by raiſing new Regiments, which may 
create an additional Expence in Officers, but 


by adding additional Companies to the Regi- 


ments already rais'd, or by encreaſing their Com- 
panies with an additional Number of Men, and 
adding a Serjeant and a Corporal in each Com- 
pany. This is the Method in which his Ma- 


jeſtys own Forces are augmented in his Ele- 


Ctoral 


on "3x © BY - | | Rs: 
Qtoral OI, 20 it L certainly a more 
frugal as well as a. more uſeful Method than 
any other. In France indeed the Augmen- 
tation is commonly by Regiments; but for that 
there is a double Reaſon. fſt. When an Agu- 
mentation of the French Troops are to take 
Place, the Government gives. a Commiſſion to 
any Man who has Vanity and Money enough 
to undertake it, to raiſe a Regiment; which 
he does out of his own Pocket, without put- 
ting the Publick to a Shilling of Expence. In 
the next Place, France has a numerous poor 
Nobility and Gentry who all betake them- 
{elves to the Army, and moſt of them ſerve as 
Officers for leſs Pay than our Corporals and 
Serjeants have. For 150,000 French Troops 
are maintain'd with leſs Money than Fifty thou- 
fand Britiſb, which is maintaining three Men 
at the Expence of our one, beſides the Ex- 
pence of five Pound a Man, Levy Money, paid 
to the Officers of every Regiment. Therefore 
from the ſtricteſt Review, and by all the Rules 
of Reaſon, the Augmenting the Army by ad- 
ditional Men to a Company, and additional 
Companies to a Regiment, is by far the moſt 
uſeful: That it is by far the leaſt expenſive, is 
demonſtrable from this; that Five thouſand 
ſeyen hundred and five Men, when raiſed in 
Regiments, coſt to the Publick one hundred 
and ſixteen thouſand, three hundred and twenty 
two Pound fourteen Shillings and two Pence; 
1 whereas 
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29 
whereas 5780 Men raiſed by additional Men 


to Companies with a ſecond Lieutenant to each 
Company, amounts to only eighty fix thouſand, 
nine hundred and ninety two Pounds, fifteen 
Shillings. Therefore the Difference betwixt 


the two Methods of Augmieutations ſtands as 
follows, HIT IH 
4 


By Regiments - - - - = * |: 2 
By additional Men with 
a ſecond Lieutenant to $6,992. 2 1 0 


each Company « — 


Thus, beſides the For- . 


ces raiſed by additional Men 
being more ſerviceable, 295 32 4 2 


there is an immediate fav- 
ing to the Nation of- 


Thus, fuppoſing we had j1 


augmented 11,410 of our 


lately raiſed and intended 
Troops in this manner a- 
mounts to 
Add to this the _ 
ſaving to the Nation of 
Officers which are raiſed for 
the new Corps, when they 
come upon Hal f- pay, ures of 


es 876 co ©. 


will amount to 20,260 J. 
and in ſeven Years to 
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'Thus the total faying i is 201,7 35:18: * 


| Þ ASSETS ̃¶ - 19s wes» Sus . — 


3 5 
As I have Ar fd 4 ſuppoſing the 
additional Troops had been raiſed in the fru- 

gal manner, they muſt have been equally, if 
not more ſerviceable to the Nation than thoſe 
raiſed in- Regiments, I think myſelf obliged to 
acquaint you-that this is not only confirmed by 
the Practice of the German Princes and other 

military Powers, many of whom have twel ve, 
fourteen, ſixteen hundred Men commonly in a 
Regiment, but likewiſe by the Opinion of 

the greateſt and the oldeſt General in Great 
Britain. 

But ſhould we admit, what a great Number 
of underſtanding Perſons will diſpute, that the 
Military Force of this Nation is inſufficient 

towards enſlaving it by open Force; yet the 
Method of Augmentation by new Corps, may 
be attended with Conſequences fatal in Time to 
the Conſtitution, by encreaſing the Number of 
Commiſſions in the Army, which may be diſ- 
b;poſed of in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer any 
Intention of enſlaving the Nation by Parlia- 
mentary Authority. And indeed when one 
conſiders in what manner the Commiſſions and 
great Poſts in the Army have gone for ſome 
Time paſt, there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
believe that Par ry Conſiderations have 
been the greateſt Motive both of Favour and 
Ditgrace. The Expedition to the Meſt- Indies, 
an Expedition on the Succeſs of which depends 
not only the Event of this War, but in a great 
| +36 | meaſure 
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Succeſs of it being now rendered doubtful; 
UL had 


meaſure the Honour and' 3 of this Na- 
tion, is carried on by Regiments new levied, 
raw, and undiſciplined. Whereas by all the 
Rules of true Policy, the Execution of it 
ſhould have been entruſted only with the beſt 


and oldeſt Regiments in the Service. But in 


the old Regiments, all the Favoufites of the 
M r have Commiſſions, and America is 
too diſtant a Scene of Action for them to be 
of Service either in the Houſe, or in the Ele- 


ctions. Thereſore we find ſuch Regiments have 


been pitched upon as containing not a ſingle 
Man of Parliamentary Conſideration, but one, 
and he happened to vote againſt the Conven- 
tion. This is ſo bold and bare fac d à Demon- 


ſtration of the M——'s Intentions to make the 
Succeſs of the preſent War ſubſervient to His 
on private partial Views at home; that I may 
defy the moſt abandoned of his Creatures to 
account for it; eſpecially if we conſider that 
were he now to pick the ſame Number of Regi- 


ments out of all the Service, he could not find 


a Number ſo void of Members of f —t, 


as thoſe who have been ſent to America. 
Ibis is ſtill the more provoking, as not only 
the Fortune of the War abroad hay be affe- 


cted by ſuch a Conduct, but the Debts of the 


Nation at home muſt be encreaſed. The War 


has already coſt the Nation an immenſe Sum, 


and this Sum is likely to encreaſe by the 
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had the Augmentation talen place, by ad- 
ditional Men to each Company, and not by 
new Corps, the Nation might have, as we have 


ſeen, been a good 


Sum in Pocket — de- 


ſtaying the neceſſary Expences of the War. 
But there is a Conſequence ſtill worſe N 
ing ſuch a Method of Augmentation as has been 


fallen u 


pon, and that is, that the Three hun- 


dred ſeventy Officers which our Augmentation, 
as it is to be managed, creates, occaſions at leaſt 
One thouſand new Commiſſions, by which the 
M—— 1 has it in his Power to oblige the 


Perſons, Relations and Friends of as many Gen- 


tlemen Who _ be uſeful to him in a Par— 
This, upon the Eve o 


new „Election, i with it the ve 


TY, _ 


Aſpect; and duch an Addition of Influence as 


this muſt create, | may 


give a deciſive and incur- 


able Wound to the Conſtitution. We may like- 
wiſe remember, that towards the Beginning of 
this Parliament there was an Augmentation of 
eight thouſand ſorty Men, by bringing over 


eight Regim 


ents from Ireland, and by the 


Additions of Men to the Britiſb Corps. Tho 

this Augmentation was made under a Pretence 
of being in Readineſs to alſiſt the Houle of Au- 
ria, yet we tamely ſtood by and ſaw that 
Houſe reduced, without our faſfering, one of 


theſe Regiments to ſtir a Foot in its Service. 


Vet at that Time we were under as ſtrong En- 
* to aſſiſt that Houſe, as we are now. 


I ſhall 


LE ECP 
I ſhall add to all the Conſiderations which I 
have ſubmitted to you, one more, and that I 
take to be a ſtrong Proof that the H Gen- 


tleman, who is ſuppoſed to have the Direction 


and Diſpoſal of every Thing, never reflects how 
uſeful an Officer may be in the Field, but how 
complying he is in the Houſe ; as a Proof of 
this we ſee at this Time, that of all our four 
oldeſt Generals, there is not one of them em- 
ployed by the Government. Is this owing to 
their wanting Experience and Abilities? That 
I believe never was pretended hy even the moſt 
profligate of the M—— —1 Tools. Is it 
owing to their being excelled by thoſe who are 
in Service? That, I believe, is as little pre- 
tended. Then, Sir, to what can it be owing, 
but to the Reaſon J have aſſigned ? N 

The next Aggravation I ſhall take Notice of 
is, © A Suppoſition that a Miniſter has undone 
the Nation in her Trade, in her Manufactures, 
in her Reputation and Intereſt Abroad. That 
* this he has done by meanly putting up with 
* the moſt infamous Uſage; and when he could 
* not continue Peace even at the Expence of 


© ſubmitting to that Uſage, that he has been 


driven into a War which has been carried on 
* 1n a ſcandalous, puſilanimous Manner”. 


If you, Sir, are of Opinion that the Nation, 
ſince this Gentleman came into the ſupreme 


Direction of Affairs, has increaſed and flouriſhed 


in all the Particulars I have mention d; you 
Pat E | was 
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was in the Ripht pot tb ve againſt him in 
the Motion ſo often mention d; but at the 
ſime Time you condettin the repeted Inſtances 
of Diſapprobation, which you have given ever 
ſince you came into Parliament, by voting a- 
8 him in every Queſtion, when any of theſe 
articulars were concern d. But, to ſpeak ſeri- 
Guſly, I ſhould be glad to know, if you think 
there is a Man in the Nation, who has lived 
twenty Yeats; who does not perceive that her 
Trade is upon the Decline. I have oftel 
heard you yourſelf, Sir, reflect what a fatal 
Blow it got by the wanton Embargoes that 
were clapt upon our Veſſels in the Beginning 
of this War. And when it was juſt beginning 
to recover from that Blow, our Coaſts, not be- 
ing protected; almoſt ruined it. I believe 
Nobody has forgot in what a ſeahdalous tnan- 
ner the Enemy was ſuffered to inſult our Coaſts, 
while we had upwards of 130 Ships in Com- 
miſſion; yet not one of them near to protect 
our Navigation. Have theſt Facts ever been 
deny d? Or has ever any Body been brought 
to Trial upon them, tho” hundreds could be 
brought to prove their Notoriety ? Has it ever 
yet beth enquired into why the Nation was 
put to ſuch vaſt Expetices upon great Ships no 
way proper to protect the Trade, and the 
building of Twetity-gun Ships entirely neglect- 
ed, thoꝰ moſt proper to put a Stop to the Ene- 

my's Pyratical Conqueſts? 4 
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As to the Manufactures of qur Nation I think 
it is paſt all Diſpute, and has not only been 
neglected and diſcouraged during this H 
G————n's Adminiftration ; but with ſo much 
political Caution did he act, that there is the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe that he ſtood ſo 
much in Awe of a neighbouring Power, as not 
to dare to prevent the Exportation of Wogll, 
which alone would have reſtored that moſt 
valuable Branch of our Manufactures to a flouri- 
ſhing State. This unacoountable Neglect is the 
more groſs, in that the Conſequences, of in the 
leaſt winking at ſuch an Eneroachment on the 
Property of the Nation, are to the meaneſt Ca- 
acity viſibly ruinous. But even after the 
Practices of our Officers, who were ſtationed to 
prevent this deftruQiye Intercourſe with þrauce, 
were diſcoyerd, and proved to the Satisfaction 
of a Court of Juſtice, inſtead of making the 
proper Uſe of ſuch a Difcoyery, by tracing it 
to the Fountain-head,and fixing it on the great 
Offenders, eyen the petty-convicted Offenders 
were ſuffer'd to eſcape, at leaft ſo mild was the 
Cenſure inflicted on them, that they ſcarce felt 
it. 8 
As to the Reputation, Sir, which this Na- 
tion has maintain d, it would lead me into a 
longer Detail than at preſent I am inclined to 


make, ſhould I attempt to prove, that ſhe has 


Europe would not put up with. That ſhe has 
* 


(60 95 
by Turns courted an 14 affronted by every 
Power in Europe; and that now, when it was 
come to the Puſh, ſhe ſtands alone, without 
an Ally to befriend her. The Houſe of Auſtria, 
her moſt natural Friend, ſhe ſuffer d to be re- 
duced, and France, her hereditary Enemy, to 
riſe upon its Ruins. The Dutch, who always 
acted in Concert with us, ſeem now averſe to 
enter into any Meaſures for our Intereſt; and 
we have ſuffer d the French to gain in the North 
ſuch an Aſcendant, that it will prove next to 
impracticable for us to preſerve even the ſmall 
Remains of our Trade in theſe Parts. The In- 
tereſt of a Trading Nation is ſo inſeparably 
linked with her Reputation, that whatever af- 
fects the one muſt affect the other likewiſe. 
But how her Foreign Intereſts have been card 
for, during the An of the Rt H— 
G n, let the numerous inconſiſtent 
Train of Treaties, Conventions, Engagements, 
and Preliminaries enter'd into within theſe 
twenty Years paſt witneſs. To go no further 
back than the Treaty of St, when we were 
ſo weak as to make expreſs Proviſion, and to 
ſtipulate immediate Relief for all the Grievances 
of Spain, while we were contented with a pre- 
carious and eventual Redreſs of our own, which 
we never yet obtain'd. Did not we introduce 
Don Carlos into Italy, at the Time when the 
Wrongs of this Nation call'd aloud for the 
Puniſhment of his Family and Nation? Did we 
Pan” not 
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not fulfil in the moſt punctual Manner, every 
Stipulation in fayour of Spain, while all the 
poor precarious Terms, made for ourſelves, 
were Fuſtrated and poſtpon'd ?. 

The Convention was the next notable Proof 
of our M s Addreſs and Honeſty, And 
here, Sir, give me Leave to mention a Fact, 
which of itſelf is ap y; Motive for fix- 
ing a Cenſure, and that too of the ſevereſt Kind: 
Both Houſes, the Houſe of Commons on the 
zoth of March, and the Houſe of Peers on 
the gth of May 1738, came to expreſs Reſolu- 
tions, That the Freedom of Navigation upon 
the American, and all other Seas, was the Jos 
and undoubted Right of all the Subjects of 
Great Britain. This Propoſition was laid 
down in the Addreſs of the Houſe of Peers in 
the following ſtrong Terms, vir. Reſolved, That 
the Subjects of the Crown of Great Britain have 
a clear and undoubted Right to navigate in the 
American Seas, to and from any Part of his 
Majeſty's Dominions, and for carrying on ſuch 
Trade and Commerce as they are juſtly intitled * |} 
to in America; and alſo to carry all Sorts of | 


Goods and Merchandizes, or Effects, from one 


Part of his Majeſty's Dominious, to any other 
Part thereof; and that no Goods ſo carried, 


are by any Treaty, ſubſiſting between the Crowns 


of Great Britain and Spain, to be deemed or 
taken as contraband or prohibited Goode; and 
that the ſearching of ſuch Ships, on the open 
«ns | . Seas 


” 3 8 * 
Seas, under Pretence of their carrying cuntra- 
band or probibited Goods, is a Violation and 
i Ang of the Treaties ſubſiting between 
the two Crowns. 

Here, Sir, we ſee a Right declared to be 
clear and undouhted, by an unanimous Houſe 
of Parliament ; but we find afterwards that the 
ſame Right was rendred dark and doubtful, if 
not wholly given up, by the Convention. By 
this it was ſtipulated, that a Diſcuſſion of theſe 
Rights ſhall be ſubmitted to the Diſcuſſion of 
Four Plenipotentiaries; This, Sir, was a di- 
rect and an arbitrary Violation of the Reſolu- 
tions of both Houſes of Parliament, ſince 
theſe Reſolutions ought to have been the 
Ground- work on which they ought to have 
gone; and the ſine qua num of all the future 
Negotiations between Us and Spain. That 
this was a culpable Diſregard of Parliamentar 
Autliority is evident, not only from the Pack 
itſelf, but from the Conſequences of it; ſince 
it gave dpain a Handle for inſiſting upon the 
Terms of the Convention, and thereby ren- 
dred our Right of Navigation on the Ameri- 
can Seas, by our own Conceſſions, pecarious, 

or at leaſt doubtful. 

There is another Fa& appearing upon the 
Face of the fame Conyention, which, in for- 
mer Reigns, would have ſerved nat only for a 
Foundation to the Cenſure of removing 50 Mi- 


niſter from his Majeſty's Preſence, but of im- 
peach- 


peaching him ; the Ata I mean, is that of 
Georgia. Here a Property, which had been 
aſcertained to the Proprietors by Patliamentary 
Faith, was ſubjected to a future Diſcuſſion } 
nay, the Ptoprietors wete deprived of the 
Means of defending themſelves in caſe of an 
Attack, while the Convention was in Depen- 
dence. Add to theſe, and many other Conſi- 
derations, the Unwillingneſs the A——n has 
always diſcovered towards laying ariy of the 
Papers, relating to that infamous Tranſaction, 
before tlie Parliament ; a Proof that Diſcove- 
ries of another Nature would be the necflary 
Conſeyuence of the Communication of the Pa- 

rs called for on that Occaſion. There is 
ikewiſe the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe ( it 
having been aſſerted publickly thro? all the 
Courts of Zope, and never openly contradie- 
ted by us) that our Demand, to a free Navi- 
gation in the American Seas, was never ſo 


much as mentioned by our Midiſters, before 


the Conferences opened in cotifequence of the 
Convention; and that it never was made in 
Form till July 1739, at which Time the Con- 
vention Was actually broke, on the Part of the 
Pantards, by the Non- payment of 9500 J. 
which ought to have been paid by the 24th 
of May precceding. Upon the whole of this 
Negotiation, there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
believe that the Convention, tho' not conelu- 
ded at Madrid till January 1739, was orig 

Natty 
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nally negotiated add tranſacted at London in 


Auguſt 1738, with Sir Thomas Geraldino; 
and that the 68,000 J. which the South-Sea 
Company were to pay to the Crown of Spain, 
and which was, by that Crown, to be applied 
towards the Payment of our ſuffering Mer- 
chants, muſt have been intirely ſtifl'd, had not the 
Spaniards inſiſted on its being inſerted in the Bo- 

y.of their Ratification of the Convention, and 
intimated the Payment to the South-Sea Com- 
pany, who rejected it. There is likewiſe the 
ſtrongeſt Reaton to believe, that the ſame 
Treaty was afterwards re- executed by the Bri- 
tiſh Miniſter at Madrid, who was entruſted at 
the ſame Time to conſent to an Act of the ſame 
Import, tho' varied, only fo as to conceal it. 
There is likeways the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to be- 


lieye, that this Sacrifice of the Sourh-Sea Com- 


pany was originally propoſed by an Ezghſh to 
a Spaniſh Miniſter ; and upon his accepting it, 
rejected in an Office Letter by another Eugliſb 
Miniſter, tho' afterwards brought into Execu- 
tion. As all theſe Diſcoveries have either a- 
riſen from, or been confirmed by the Letters 
of Mr. K- e, they muſt and ought to 

as proved, till the Miniſtry ſhall think fit to 
diſprove them, by producing all the Inſtructions 
given to thoſe who are charged with the At- 
fairs of the Nation, in Hain; a Trial, which 
they have ever ſhewed the greateſt Averſion 
to, | 


The 


many of them ſcarcely fit for Spithead Expedi- 
_ * F tions; 4 


N % # * N b c 
| / 


The Management of the preſent War 1 have 
hitherto omitted to ſpeak to; but ſhould J en- 
ter into Particulars on that Head, it would 


ſwell this Letter to an inconvenient Length +» 


TT ſhall therefore reduce what I have to ſay on 


that Head to a few plain Propoſitions, which 
T ſhall ſubmit to your on Conſideration, as 


they are Conſequences plainly to be drawn 


from your own Conduct within Doors. 


In the firſt Place then, I think it is very 


plain, that we have not made that Uſe of the 
Beens, which we had at the Beginning 


of this War, which a Miniſter, in earneſt to 


have it gloriouſly finiſhed, would have made. 
The Sums of Money, granted ondifferent Heads 
for Sea-Service, for the laſt Six or Seven Years, 
ſeem either never to have been applied that 


Way, or very improperly applied; there hav- 
ing been as much Money granted, during this 
Time, upon the ſeveral Heads applicable to 


the repairing and rebuilding our Ships, as would 


have been ſufficient to build the whole Fleet 


of Britain from the Keels of the Ships, and 
have put them thoroughly equipped to Sea. 


It is likewiſe moſt notoriouſly true, that, not- 


withſtanding theſe yaſt Sums, very great Num- 
bers of our Ships appear to de l the worſt 
Condition for Sea- Service, chat ever they were 
known to be in the Memory of Man; and 


- 
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tions; Ships of War having Gil'd out of the 
River, tip of ign d, as. it was pretended, for for- 
eign Service, that have with Difficulty been 
able to ſwim into the Docks of £0rrfmouth or 
Plymouth for further Repair. 
Notwithſtanding the Probability, and almoſt 
Certainty, that if ” Admiral Vernon bad been 
properly ſupplied with a Body of Land- Forces, 
and more Ships of War, he would have put 
an End to the War; fo that it might have 
have proved advantagious and glorious to the 
Nation; yet we find, that, of all our numer- 
ous Army, not a Company was ſent to his 
Aſſiſtance, nor a Ship, till it was too late. 
There is likewiſe the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for 
believing that he has often applied ſor Stores, 
and that the {mall Quantities which was ſent 
to him were, in his Letters to the Government 
here, repreſented as fit only for a Spithead Ex- 


nclination that the War ſhould be carried 


fied to account for it. 
But not only was this "BY Admiral leſt 


againſt the Enemy, but even of being in a 


Fleets were ſuffered to ail out of Cadiz as ſoon 


dition. This is ſuch a Proof of the M——r's 
on in a ſcandalous Manner, and that the Enemy 


ſhould not be attacked in their moſt ſenſible 
Parts, that all the Friends he has may be de- 


deſtitute of 34 means of acting offenſively 


Condition to defend himſelf. The Enemy's 


as 


1 2 * * 


as the Scafon of the Year 1 


* it practicable 
for them to keep to Sea, by the ſudden with- 
drawing of our Squadron from the Meazte- 
ranean. While it was impracticable thro the 
Seaſon that they ſhould fail, our Fleet block'd 
them up; but as ſoon as that Difficulty was 
removed, they were ſuffered to depart. The 
Departure of the Ferol, the Breſt, and the 
Toulon Squadrons for America, at a Time 
when we might have prevented them all from 
failing, is another ſhrewd Preſumption, that 
nothing could give the x r greater Plea- 
ſure, than to hear of Admiral Vernon's Mil- 
carriage in the American Seas. 1110 
The Inaction of Admiral Hadabe with a 
brave Fleet under his Command in the Medi- 
teranean, is another juſt Foundation, if not for 


* 
- 


Cenſure, yet for an Enquiry. that may produce 


a Cenſure. No Body who is acquainted with 
that Admiral's Character, as a Sea-Officer, will 
diſpute his Courage, or Readineſs to execute the 
moſt vigorous Meaſures. Therefore his. Inacti- 
on muſt fall as a heavy Charge upon thoſe whoſe 


Duty it was to have given him ſuch Orders. 


Under this Head we may take notice of ano- 

ther im portant Circumſtance of our Diſhonour, 

in ſuffering the SHaniards quietly to poſſeſs 

themſelves of the Land belonging to our im- 

portant Fortreſs of Gibraltar, which, till the 

1ſt Siege. we had ſtill been in Poſſeſſion of 
̃ 153 


e 


juſtly broke the Treaties, a. Britiſb 


. 654 | 
ſince the Peace of Urrecht, By this Premiſ- 


ſion, and Negligence on our Part, Fortifica- 


tions have been erected, and Batteries raiſed 
upon that Ground by the Spaniards, where- 
by the Uſe of the adyantagious Bay of Gib- 
raltar is loſt to England, and our Ships ever 
ſince forced to anchor both inconveniently 
and dangerouſly under the Walls of the 


Town. But what renders this the more fla- 


grant and unaccountable is, that we had, at 


the very Time when the Spaniards thus un- 
Admiral 


at Cadiæ, with a powerful Squardron of Ships 


of the Line, and quietly and undiſturbed left 
them in Poſſeſſion of that Ground, and con- 
veyed their Troops to take Poſſeſſion of the 


Tuſcan Dominions. 
The next Notorious Act which J ſhall men- 


tion as a proper Foundation for an Impeach- 
ment, is an Act that appears every Day upon 


the Face of every Day's Bills of Entry; and 
that is, that the M r has publickly con- 
nived for many Years at the Trade carried 
on with this Nation from the Port of Dunkirk; 


by which Means the ninth Article of the Trea- 


ty of Utrecht has been directly violated. A 
Charge of this Nature is of the worſt Conſe- 
quence, in that the Treaty of Utrecht is gener- 


ally reckoned to be extremely diſad vantagious 


+> Great Britain; and therefore there is the 
greater 


greater Reaſon why thoſe Stipulations that are 
in our fayour, ought to be more zealouſly ob- 
ſerved. In the next Place, the ...r him- 
{elf was diſtinguiſhed by his eager Proſecution 
of thoſe who made the Treaty of Utrecht, for 
having favoured France in moſt of its Articles; 
therefore, from a Parity of Reaſon, if it was 
ſo diſhonourable and diſadvantagious to the Na- 
tion, that ſuch a Tteaty ſhould be made, what 
may we imagine is due to thoſe who have given 
up the little Advantages which the Nation re- 
ceived from that Treaty? 97 
The next Aggravation which I mentioned, 
was a M——r's converting great Part of his 
Majeſty's Treaſure to his own Uſe; and when 
not a Shilling of it was expended, or could be 
expended, but by his Direction, and in what 


n- manner he was pleaſed to appoint. 8 

he How far this Aggravation, Sir, may hold 
on good in the preſent Caſe, is not very hard, 
nd but perhaps very dangerous to ſay. One 
n- thing we may venture to affirm, that ſince his 
ed entering upon the A n, he has ſpent 
43 upon one Article, of Luxury, more Money than 
-2» | he could claim as the accumulated Sum of the 
A lawful Perquiſites, and Sallary of all the viſible 
ſe- Poſts and Places he has. enjoy d under the 
er- Crown for theſe twenty Years paſt ; which 
JUS does not, in the Whole, amount to an Hundred 
he Thouſand Pounds. This, however, is but a 


ter | trifling 


3 


: © 46). Tie 
ng Cd en. when compared with 
the other groſs Profuſion of the publick Mo- 
der, upon Jobbs and Votes. This muſt 
plainly appear to every impartial Perſon who' 
reflects, that for theſe twenty Years paſt, this 
Kingdom has paid the largeſt Taxes that e- 
ver ere impoſed upon it in Time of Peace; 
and yet, that the publick Debts remain much 
as they ſtood at the Time when this Gentle- 
man firſt entred on the Management of the 
Treaſury, But what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing 
is, that the Civil Lift, the largeſt that ever 
was granted to the Crown i is, at this Time, 
conhderably 1 in Debt. 
1 Thus far, Sir, L have thought fit to bring 
Facts from what immediately affects the Inte- 
= reſt of the Nation at Home; as to thoſe 
= which affect her Abroad, they cannot ſo well 
admit of a Proof; therefore 1 ſhall be con- 
i [. tent to put you in Mind, that the Charge 
W. urged- againſt Negotiators of the Treaty of 
| Utrecht, of having left France too power- 


de with much greater Juſtice urged in the 
preſent Caſe, when France is incontrolable 
and abſolute in Europe, and the Houſe of 
Auſiria almoſt ruined. 

I ask Pardon for taking up ſo much of 


| won. Ti ime : but the Trouble is owing, to your- 


ful, and the Houſe of Auſtria too low, can 


ſelf, I hope the Facts I have brought are not 
only a ſufficient Juſtification of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who choſe to obſerve a Conduct dif. 
ferent from your's in that important Queſti- 
on, but may be an Inducement to you to al- 
ter your Conduct, ſhould a Motion, of a 

more ſtrict and determined Nature, come af- 

1% terwards under your Conſideration. 


Jam, Sir, Tour's, &c. 
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